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Initiative: The Power to Bind 
the Hands of Government
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Referendum: The Other Side 
of the Legislative Coin

8 / 0 5 / 2 0 X X C O N F E R E N C E  P R E S E N T A T I O N 5



Recent State Legislative Incursions on 

Right to Initiative and Referendum

SB 330, Housing Crisis Act (2019)

Government Code section 66300

SB 10 (2020)

Government Code section 65913.5



Other Housing Development 
Streamlining Measures
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Housing Accountability Act

Density Bonus Law



(Unintended?) Consequences and 

Impacts on Local Control
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Initiatives still happening

Broad brush may complicate sprawl prevention

Referendums happen but consequences are harder to guess
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The Future? 

Initiative Efforts to 

Turn Back Toward 

Local Control Over 

Land Use



Conclusion: A Tough Balancing Act
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