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PCL's 2024 Legislative Recap

It was another busy year for PCL in the capitol. As always, we

were engaged in important legislation on climate, land use and
transportation, wildfire, wildlife, and water. As we prepare for what
will surely be another busy year in 2025, here are some highlights of
what happened in the Legislature in 2024.

AB 460, Co-Sponsored by PCL, Signed: Co-sponsored with our partners
CalTrout and Trout Unlimited, 460 significantly raises penalties for
water diversion violations. While other parts of the original legislation
were dropped from the bill, the increased penalties for illegal
diversions are now enough to better deter water abuse and theft. This
is the third progressive update to CA water law that PCL has
successfully sponsored in the past three years, following SB 389 in
2023 and SB 1205 in 2022, the latest steps in a long history of
important legislation on water that we’ve supported with our many
partners. Unfortunately, SB 1337, co-sponsored with the CA Coast
Keeper Alliance, stalled in the Senate. This bill would have clarified the
State Water Resources Control Board's authority to curtail diversions
for any type of right in any type of year.

SB 571, PCL Sponsored, Vetoed: PCL brought together a working
group of wildfire experts to develop what became 571, initially a
detailed prescription for how to require better evacuation planning for
new development. That bill sparked significant interest and debate,
but a consensus was never reached on what the prescription should
be. Ultimately the bill’s final form was the establishment of an
interagency workgroup to develop recommendations on the topic. The
final bill passed through the Legislature almost unanimously but was
vetoed by the Governor, ostensibly for budgetary reasons.
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2025 Assembly Preview

Emerging Technologies and
Environmental Policy

PCL’s 2025 California Environmental
Assembly will be held in person on
January 25th, 2025, at UC Davis
School of Law’s King Hall. The
California Environmental Law &
Policy Center’s generous offer to
host the gathering makes our return
to King Hall possible!

Join us in 2025 as we explore

the intersection of emerging
technologies and environmental
policy for livable communities in the
face of climate change. PCL strongly
believes we are failing to enact
measures to curb the climate crisis
fast enough to avoid catastrophic
impacts. Recent Assemblies have
led to countless advances in
environmental policy; in the last
few years, almost a dozen bills

have emerged from the Assembly’s
panels and conversations.

This year, our keynote speaker will
be Kim Stanley Robinson, widely
recognized as one of the foremost
living writers of science fiction. He
is the author of more than twenty
books, including the international
bestselling Mars trilogy, and Time
magazine named him a “Hero of the
Environment.”
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administration’s environmental
proposals. We are taking time to
examine California’s future and
PCL's role in protecting California
and all Californians for the next
60 years. Where will the next 60
years find us? Will climate change
impacts have upended and
devastated all that we love and
need to thrive in California, or will
we get ahead of the curve? Will
our land use match our needs?
Will transportation be accessible?
Will California be affordable? And
will our environment be cleaner
and healthier for all?

As you can see from the legislative
article in this edition of California
Today, we were extremely busy
this year on a wide variety of
issue areas. The highlights
include modernizing water rights
by passing AB 460, holding back
multiple attempts to weaken
CEQA, preserving the Habitat
Conservation Fund from the
state’s budget axe, and defeating
developer attempts to throw

out the state’s wildfire hazard
zone severity maps to allow for
unchecked development in areas
prone to dangerous wildfires.

We are also excited to announce
the 2025 California Environmental
Assembly, which will explore

the intersection of emerging
technologies and environmental
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We faced many other bills related to wildfire, including problematic
proposals such as AB 3150 and SB 610 that would have significantly
changed California’s wildfire safety regulatory apparatus. PCL
successfully opposed these bills, but figuring out the correct policy in
these areas will continue to be a top priority for PCL in the next session.

AB 6, PCL Sponsored, Failed This bill went through many iterations
aimed at strengthening SB 375 (the Sustainable Communities Act of
2008) but failed to gain enough support in the Senate Transportation
Committee. Along with companion AB 7 which sought stronger
performance requirements on state transportation investments but
stalled last year, this is the last of a long line of legislation from
Assemblymember Laura Friedman seeking to improve our state’s
transportation system. SB 375 is coming to a critical implementation
point in the coming year, and PCL expects to continue its involvement in
this area in the coming session.

The 2024 Budget PCL was integral in preserving the Habitat
Conservation Fund, which had been proposed to be

cut from the original budget in AB/SB 107. Preserving the HCF, and
seeking more permanent funding for conservation will remain a priority
for PCL.

The Climate Bond PCL was also part of the huge coalition of
environmental and environmental justice organizations that came
together to negotiate and support SB 867, the Safe Drinking Water,
Wildfire Prevention, Drought Preparedness, and Clean Air Bond Act of
2024...the highly fraught bill finally passed the legislature and became
Prop 4 on the ballot which voters approved on November 5th.

A quick scan of the many other bills PCL was engaged on in 2024:

Land Use and Transportation:
We celebrated many gains this year in sustainable transportation and
land use, but there remains much work to do.

AB 2086, Support, Signed: Provides for the development of a publicly
accessible online transparent tracking and reporting dashboard on how
transportation investments are advancing California’s safety, climate,
equity, and economic benefit goals.

SB 960, Support, Signed: Strengthens requirements that state-owned
surface streets accommodate all road users, a commitment to

“complete streets” that PCL and our partners have long sought.
Legislative
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AB 2712, Support, Signed: This bill fixes an issue with
AB 2097, where “transit-oriented” no-parking luxury
developments hand out preferential parking permits
for nearby neighborhoods rather than seeking car-
free clientele. It also diffuses neighbors’ fear of curb
crowding from no-parking developments. PCL was
integral in dispelling confusion around this bill.

AB 2535, Support, Failed: As introduced, required
changes to Trade Corridor Enhancement Program
funding structures to better align with CA climate
mandates, including eliminating new general
purpose highway lanes as an eligible use of TCEP
funds.

AB 98, Opposed, Signed: Among many complex and
problematic provisions, the bill sets extremely low
setbacks for warehouse siting in existing
communities. This well-intentioned but not fully
thought-out end-of-session bill has left PCL and our
partners expecting that this issue will be taken up
again.

The California Environmental Quality Act:

Every year, attempts are made to weaken CEQA

or reduce the area where CEQA applies, and PCL
continues to be committed to keeping CEQA and the
public process it provides strong.

AB 2091, Opposed to Neutral, Signed: This bill
originally offered an overly broad CEQA exemption
for opening access to public lands; working with the
proponents, PCL was able to narrow the bill’s
applicability to a small number of park districts that
have the planning and resources in place to manage
this new access responsibly.

SB 312, Opposed, Signed: Late amendments to this
bill greatly lowered the requirements for the use of
existing CEQA exemption for housing projects on UC
and CSUS lands. In the face of the opposition, the bill
was narrowed down significantly.

SB 1227, Opposed, Failed: The bill offered a blanket
CEQA exemption for any kind of development in a
large portion of downtown San Francisco, and tax
exemption for “downtown revitalization” buildings.
PCL led the opposition to this unprecedented
proposal, but it was local community groups that
raised the attention of legislators and ultimately led
to the bill’s demise.

SB 1259, Oppose, Failed: Authorizes a defendant, in
an action brought under CEQA, to file a motion
requesting the plaintiff or petitioner to identify every
person or entity that contributes in excess

of $10,000, as specified, toward the plaintiff’s or
petitioner’s costs of the action. Would prohibit stays
on challenged projects. Maximizes judicial review at
365 days.

AB 1893, Opposed Unless Amended, Signed:
Significant legislation that facilitates “Builder’s
Remedy” projects without desired provisions for
infill density or affordability; late amendments
removed highly concerning “reasonable person”
standard for defining permitting delays as
disapprovals in violation of SB 1633.

SB 393, Opposed to Neutral, Signed: As introduced
the bill would have required identification of
financial contributors to CEQA litigation, and
prohibited further environmental review of a project
that has already been approved as part of another
plan. The final bill amends existing law to expand the
requirements for the posting of bonds when
challenging affordable housing projects.

SB 794, Opposed, Failed: Judicial streamlining
for projects exceeding $25M and identification of
financial contributors to the legal challenge.

Water:

There has been a lot of movement on water policy in
recent years, and PCL anticipates that it will
continue.

SB 1373, Support, Failed: Required DWR to create
an internet-accessible water data dashboard.

SB 366, Opposed, Vetoed: Required a California
Water Plan update that would recommend
problematic supply targets setting and storage
increase evaluation.

SB 1390, Oppose Unless Amended, Failed:
Expanded allowable conditions for groundwater
recharge diversions without appropriative rights, in
times of excess flows and to reduce flood risk. PCL
wants to identify the correct policy to do this
responsibly, but the final version of 1390 was still
problematic.

Energy infrastructure:
Accelerating climate-resilient infrastructure is
important, but how we do it is even more critical.
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AB 3238, Oppose, Failed: As introduced, the bill offered overly broad
streamlining provisions for electrical infrastructure, including specific
CESA, NEPA, and CEQA exemptions. Many of the most problematic
provisions were negotiated out of the bill, but it ultimately failed
anyway.

SB 1420, Oppose, Signed: Among other provisions, the bill adds
“renewable hydrogen” to the list of energy sources that qualify for
existing CEQA streamlining for “energy infrastructure projects.” The
bill was narrowed over several amendments, but final changes were
still widely opposed by the environmental and environmental justice
community.

Conservation:
Despite the poor condition of the State budget, some important
progress was made for conservation planning this year.

AB 1284, Support, Signed: Provides for co-governance and co-
management agreements between federally recognized tribes and
the CA Natural Resource Agency for management and conservation
within a tribe’s ancestral lands and waters.

AB 2320, Support, Failed: Requires the Natural Resource Agency
to identify key wildlife corridors for protection as part of the state’s
30x30 conservation goals.

SJR 16, Support, Signed: Codifies the State’s support of the
formation of the Chuckwalla, Joshua Tree, and Kw’tsdn National
Monuments.

ACR 210, Support, Signed: Prioritizes expansion of a Marine
Protected Area Network in California’s 30x30 goals.

AB 2558, Support, Failed: Required Caltrans to assess and remediate
fish barriers before starting a transportation project.

AB 1889, Support, Signed: Requires local government conservation
elements to consider and implement measures to protect and
improve wildlife connectivity in their General Plans.

AB 2875, Support, Signed: Declares that state policy is to ensure no
net loss and long-term gain in the quantity, quality, and permanence
of wetlands acreage.

AB 2196, Support, Signed: Codifies the Beaver Restoration Program,
which relocates beavers to allow them to help watershed restoration
and ecosystem function.
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policy, will be held in person
again this year at UC Davis School
of Law’s King Hall. You can read
more about the Assembly inside.

As PCL turns 60, we are growing
our efforts to defend and improve
CEQA, advance our uphill battle
to modernize water rights and
management in California,

and create new environmental
policies setting the stage for

the next decade and beyond.

PCL will also examine problems
like adapting to wildfires,
planning for green infrastructure
and energy, and creating greater
connectivity for wildlife and their
habitats, all with an eye toward
building a better future and a
more livable California for all.

Be well, and happy holidays from
the PCL staff.

Howard Penn
Executive Director

Donation Information
PCL's success has been due to your
unwavering support. You can visit
PCL.org/donate to learn about the
many donation options available.
Please consider contributing today
to help ensure our environment is
protected for humans, plants, and
wildlife forever.

You can also mail your donation
to the address listed below. Please
contact PCL at 916.822.5631 if you
have any questions. Thank you.

Contact PCL
1107 9th Street, Suite 901
Sacramento, California 95814

916.822.5631 website: pcl.org
e-mail: pclmail@pcl.org
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Here’s a preview of some of our 2025 Assembly
panels:

California Coastal Protection-Challenges and Triumphs
The coast is California’s commons and the envy

of the nation and the world. For 50 years, the
California Coastal Act and the Coastal Commission
have been safeguarding coastal resources against
poorly planned development and privatization. We
will examine how and why the Coastal Act has been
an effective environmental law and what challenges
the next 50 years may bring. We will focus on how
California’s coast has been protected, and sometimes
not, for future generations.

Insurance and the Environment: The Canary in the

Coalmine

The panel will explore how California’s property
insurance crisis and proposed solutions may impact
the environment, and how insurance pricing and
underwriting can incentivize investments

in ecological forestry and other nature-based
investments that reduce the risk of loss.

Strengthening Local Control Through Enhanced Planning
and Zoning Laws and State Financial Support for General
Plan Updates

Continuing efforts by the State Government to limit
local control and reduce the scope of environmental
laws like CEQA in order to incentivize more housing
have placed local governments and communities at a
major disadvantage in their efforts to plan for and
approve general plan consistent projects. Current
trends threaten the relevance of state planning

laws as the goal of encouraging more housing

has functionally become more important than
compliance with other General Plan elements.

The panel will discuss options for strengthening
existing planning and zoning laws and providing
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financial support to regional and local jurisdictions to
update and upgrade their general plans as a primary
screen for new project proposals.

Groundwater in the Coastal Zone: Catch It Where and When

You Can!

Join us to explore the latest science and on-the-
ground projects that are helping to address the
critical need for groundwater replenishment for
California’s coastal communities. Inadequate water
supplies and floods are already major concerns in
California. While many groups and individuals are
working hard to address the problem, scientists

tell us that climate change will pose even greater
challenges in the future. In the hilly and mountainous
areas along the coast, underground storage capacity
is limited to multiple smaller pockets under the
surface. If overdrawn, these shallow aquifers are
susceptible to saltwater intrusion. This presents

a severe challenge on the central coast, where
groundwater meets almost all freshwater demands.

Additional panels being developed include:

e Improved financing and greater resources for fire
prevention and firefighting.

e Climate Resilient Infrastructure Streamlining:
How do we build the things we need to build
faster?

e A Sustainable Framework for Flood Flow
Recharge: Better, Faster, Smarter.

Tickets are on sale now and you can learn more
about the assembly at pcl.org/assembly.

Please Join Us Live and In-Person!

2025 California Environmental Assembly

Saturday, January 25, 2025
UC Davis School of Law, King Hall

PCL.org/assembly

To learn more or to register visit:
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New Board Members

PCL is fortunate to have a board of experts who are passionate
about our mission to make a more livable California for us all. In
the last year we have welcomed 2 brand new board members,
Felix AuYeung and Dave Jones, and two returning board
members, Esther Feldman and Terry Watt.

— Felix AuYeung is an affordable housing and

social justice advocate seeking a future
where people live in harmony with each
other and the living Earth. He is currently
the Vice President of Business Development
for MidPen Housing Corporation, where he
is responsible for launching new affordable

s housing communities throughout the San
Francisco Bay Area. He has 20 years of experience in the housing
field, and in his 8+ years at MidPen, he has stewarded 4,500
affordable homes into the pipeline.

Dave Jones is Director of the Climate Risk
Initiative at UC Berkeley School of Law’s Center
on Law, Energy and Environment (CLEE). Jones
was Senior Director for Environmental Risk at
The Nature Conservancy from January 2019 —
June 2021 and a Distinguished Fellow with the
Climate Works Foundation. Jones served as
California’s Insurance Commissioner from 2011
through 2018.

Esther Feldman has pioneered innovative conservation projects
and public finance initiatives in California and nationwide,
focused on the intersection of people, nature, and water. She
brings a strategic approach to tackling complex environmental
problems, using her broad expertise in ecosystem science,
government, legislation, public finance, community engagement,
communications, and implementation of on-the-ground projects.

Terry Watt brings a wealth of experience

in planning and implementation efforts
focused on projects that promote resource
conservation and sustainable development
patterns and practices. Before forming her
consulting firm, she was the staff planning
expert with the environmental and land use
law firm Shute, Mihaly, and Weinberger. Terry
is an expert in general and specific planning
and zoning, open space and agricultural land conservation
strategies, and environmental compliance.

You can read their full biographies and meet the rest of PCL board
on our website at pcl.org.

A Big Win
Habitat Conservation Fund Saved!

In June of this year, the
administration’s proposed budget
trailer bill suggested eliminating
the HCF and taking back $45 million
already committed to the fund in
previous fiscal years. PCL, our legal
advisors and allies, and you, our
members, quickly responded; we
let legislators and the Governor
know that the citizen-created HCF
is needed to support wildlife in

the face of climate change and

that the will of the voters stands
with California’s critical habitats.
Proposition 117, passed by the
electorate in 1990 and sponsored by
PCL, created the fund that has since
disbursed almost one billion dollars
for wild habitat conservation across
our state. Thank you for helping
protect the legacy of Prop 117!

Follow PCL’s social media feeds
to stay informed and get the
latest updates on environmental
policies that shape the future of
California. Get PCL’s “This Week
in the Legislature” updates,

the monthly “Capital Insider”

newsletter, and action alerts on
critical state legislation.

Follow us on: Instagram,
LinkedIn, X, Facebook, & YouTube
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