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Past State Legislative Action on Wildfire

The bills focused on:
= Where to Build
= How to Build
" |[nsurance
= Landscape management to reduce catastrophic fire
= Dealing with the utilities
= Funding

Mixed outcomes

= Some progress on funding, prescribed fire & cultural burning, home
hardening/defensible space, utilities.

= Big fights on land use planning, building standards, and insurance



2017

> 9,270 Wildfires
> 1,599,640 Acres Burned
> 47 Confirmed Loss of Life

> 10,868 Structures
Destroyed

Tubbs Fire



2018

> SB 901 (Dodd) - funding and electric
utilities

> SB 1260 (Jackson) - changes to local
fire planning and prescribed fire

> AB 2911 (Friedman) - Fire safety
planning, defensible space, and
vegetation clearing around transmission
lines.

> AB 1954 (Patterson) - exemption from
THPs for defensible space around a
habitable structure.

> All the above bills were enacted.

Paradise Fire



2019

- AB 38 (Wood) -directed
the Office of Emergency
Services to enter into a
joint powers agreement
with CAL FIRE to develop
and administer the
California Enacted.

Maria Fire



2020

> AB 3074 (Friedman) -
Zone Zero Regulations -
Enacted

> SB 182 (Jackson) -
standards for residential
development, including
ingress/egress - VETOED

August Complex



2021

> AB 9 (Wood) - Moved fire safety and wildfire
prevention to OSFM

> SB 63 (Stern) - enhanced fire prevention efforts,
including adding moderate and high FSZ to the LRA;
also mandated extending building standards to HFSZ
in LRA and consider applying to Moderate FSZ in LRA.

> SB 456 (Laird) - Wildfire and Forest Resilience Action
Plan as state policy; progress on prescribed fire.

> All of the above bills were enacted.

Dixie Fire



2022

Two bills with very different approach to development in
fire prone areas - both died due to opposition

> BIA HOUSING KILLER: SB 12 (McGuire) - Ambitious
follow up to SB 182

> BIA HOUSING CREATOR: AB 2075 (Quirk Silva) -

Made it easier to build housing developments in high
fire areas

McKinney Fire



2024

> AB 1951 (Fong) & SB 1159 (Dodd) - CEQA
exemptions for roadside treatments - both died.

> SB 610 (Weiner) & AB 3150 (Quirk-Silva) - Making it
easier to build in High Fire Severity Zones - both died

> SB 310 (Dodd) & SB 1101 (Limon) - Beneficial Fire
bills - enacted.

> SB 1014 (Dodd) - required OSFM to prepare a
Wildfire Risk Mitigation Planning Framework - Died

Thompson Fire



2025 may be a game changer.
But will it result in good or bad policy?




Executive Orders

>Tax Relief

> Protecting against evictions

»Debris removal and clean up

»>Safeguarding against price gouging

>Assist displaced students

> Protections again predatory land speculators

>Suspending CEQA & Coastal Act for rebuilding - largely existing law
> Fast-tracking temporary housing & ADUs - not existing law
>Review of building standards - how should we rebuild?



Funding

- $2.5 Billion to expedite response and _ f
recovery efforts .

* Emergency protective measures,
shelters, cleanup, post-hazard fire
assessments, traffic control

. s J RAR -
» HUD will allocate $4 million to local v i |

%oyemm_entfor planning review and - o = m
uilding inspections HAPPENING NOW Sl 4
« $1 million to rebuild schools NEWSOM SIGNS $2.5B FIRE RELIEF LEGISLATION
* Using the state’s reservefund - not

Prop. 4

- We fully expect to see the fire response,
rebuilding and recovery dominate the
2025-26 state budget.



Already seeilng a flurry of bills

> FAIR Plan - AB 226 (Calderon)

> Financial Support - AB 232 (Calderon), AB 238 (Harabedian), AB 245
(Gipson), AB 262, ABX1 3

> Tenant Protections - AB 246 (Bryan)

> Looting Protection - AB 275 (Petrie Norris)

> Increased staffing and wages - AB 252 (Bains) & AB 247 (Bryan)
»>Home Hardening - AB 1 (Connolly)

> Funding - AB 241 (Tangipa)

> Fire Hazard Severity Zones - SB 261 (Quirk Silva)

> Building Standards - no bill number yet

> Accelerate state permit review for reconstruction - no bill number yet
> Expedite ADUs in the coastal zone - no bill number yet



Other Factors At Play

»Push for more housing/affordable housing, especially in
the Coastal Zone.

»>Assembly Committee on Permit Streamlining
»>The new Federal Administration

»>Funding (how much money do we really have?)



Questions?

kdelfino@earth-advocacy.com
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