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Cara Lacey is an urban and 
regional planning professional. 
She is currently the Director of 
the Wildlife Corridors and 
Crossings Program and the 
Associate Program Director in 
the Climate Program at The 
Nature Conservancy in 
California. Prior to joining The 
Conservancy, she served as the 
Head of the Project Planning 
Division at the County of San 
Diego. Before moving to San 
Diego, Cara worked as a 
professional planner on the East 
Coast in New York City, Durham, 

North Carolina, and West Palm Beach, Florida. She focused on u�lizing Transfer of Development 
Rights/Credits to preserve environmentally sensi�ve lands and agricultural areas in Florida, 
while balancing development opportuni�es. 

 Cara holds a master’s degree in Urban Planning, specializing in Interna�onal Development and 
Peacebuilding studies from the Wagner School of Public Service and the School of Professional 
Studies at New York University. She also leads the Climate Program’s Housing project (a very 
new endeavor for The Conservancy) to find beter housing solu�ons by reducing sprawl, 
protec�ng land, and enabling equitable, affordable housing, to protect people, animals, and 
nature 


