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Director, Climate Program, UC Berkeley Center for Law,
Energy & the Environment (CLEE) Ethan Elkind directs
the Climate Program at CLEE, where he leads research
on clean transportation, land use, and climate policy.
His work focuses on practical, economically grounded
strategies to reduce emissions while improving quality
of life in California communities. Ethan is widely known
for his research comparing the long term costs of infill
versus spraw! housing, which has shown that infill
development is significantly more affordable for
consumers and far less costly for state and local
governments. His analysis provides a powerful
economic rationale for aligning housing policy with
climate and conservation goals. He is also the author of
Railtown, a history of California’s clean transportation
movement, and frequently advises state and regional
agencies on climate smart land use strategies.



