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Executive Director, Sacramento Area Council
of Governments (SACOG) James Corless
leads the Sacramento Area Council of
Governments, one of California’s most
innovative regional planning agencies.
Under his leadership, SACOG has become a
national model for aligning housing,
transportation, climate, and land use
planning. James previously served as the
founding director of Transportation for
America, a national coalition advocating for
smart growth, sustainable transportation,
and community centered development. His work has consistently focused on helping regions grow in
ways that reduce climate impacts, improve mobility, and expand housing opportunities. At SACOG,
James has championed the use of land use screens and data driven planning tools to allocate housing to
lower risk, lower conflict areas within existing communities — demonstrating how regional governance
can accelerate housing production while protecting natural and agricultural lands.




