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Jeanie Ward-Waller joined Fearless Advocacy 
as the first Director of Transporta�on 
Advocacy, bringing exper�se from top 
leadership roles in government and nonprofit 
advocacy. For six years, Jeanie was a visible 
change agent inside Caltrans, the largest state 
department of transporta�on in the country. 
She oversaw planning and sustainable 
transporta�on programs with a mul�-billion-
dollar budget and over 600 staff members as 
Caltrans’ Deputy Director for Planning and 
Modal Programs. She also led the development 
and growth of Caltrans’ Sustainability Program 
and established the first-ever Office of Race 

and Equity. Jeanie was awarded the Rosa Parks Diversity Leadership Award from the 
Sacramento Chapter of WTS for her championing of racial and social equity at Caltrans.  

Prior to her �me in state government, Jeanie served as a highly effec�ve advocate and coali�on 
builder in Sacramento as the policy director for the California Bicycle Coali�on and for the Safe 
Routes Na�onal Partnership. She has led broad and diverse coali�ons of organiza�ons to 
achieve major policy wins, collabora�ng across sectors with transporta�on, housing, equity, and 
environmental groups to help create and increase funding for state programs that combat 
climate change through sustainable development. Jeanie was awarded a Streetsie award in 
2016 for Tireless Statewide Advocacy by Streetsblog California, a leading publica�on on 
sustainable transporta�on and livable communi�es.  

Jeanie began her career as a structural engineer designing high-rise and large-scale building 
structures for Boston-based LeMessurier Consultants. She serves as board president for Civic 
Thread, a local nonprofit that promotes ac�ve transporta�on and mobility jus�ce in 
Sacramento, and is a licensed professional engineer in California. Jeanie earned her bachelor’s 
degree from Brown University and holds two master’s degrees from the Massachusets Ins�tute 
of Technology and the University of Cambridge.  

 


