
Lenny Siegel, Execut ive Director, Center  for  
Public Environmental Oversight  and former 
Mayor  of Mountain  View 

Lenny Siegel was a leader of the radical 
student  movement , focused on opposit ion  
to Stanford’s cont r ibut ions to the Vietnam 
War, at  Stanford University in  the late 1960s 
and ear ly 1970s. He entered Stanford in  Fall, 
1966 as an undergraduate in  physics after  
recognit ion as a valedictorian at  Culver  City 
High School, Culver  City, Californ ia. 
Suspended from Stanford for  on- campus 
an t i- war  act ivit ies, Siegel never earned a 
college degree. He coordinates a nat ional 
network of Stanford alumni act ivist s. 

He has been  President  of the non- profit  
Pacific Studies Center , an offshoot  of the 
Stanford Movement , since 1970, and he has 
served as Execut ive Director of the Center 
for  Public Environmental Oversight , a PSC 
project  since 2006, since 1994. He is one of 

the environmental movement’s leading expert s on milit ary environmental 
issues, semiconductor  industry pollut ion , and the vapor in t rusion 
pathway. In  2011 U.S. EPA recognized him as nat ional Superfund Cit izen  of 
the Year.  

He has served on  numerous regional and nat ional environmental advisory 
groups, including a dozen commit tees of the Nat ional Research Council 
(Nat ional Academies of Sciences). He is curren t ly on the steer ing 
commit tee of Chips Communit ies United, a member  of the PFAS 
Treatment  Team at  the In terstate Technology Regulatory Council, and 
Vice- Chair  of the Santa Clara County Housing Bond Oversight  Commit tee. 

His many publicat ions include The High Cost of High Tech: The Dark Side of 
the Chip (Harper  & Row, 1985) and Disturbing the War : The Inside Story of 



the Movement to Get Stan ford Un iver sity out of Southeast Asia—1965- 1975. 
See www.cpeo.org for  a compilat ion of Siegel’s environmental work. 

Siegel moved to nearby Mountain  View in  1972, where he has owned a 
home since 1979. He served as Mayor  of Mountain  View in  2018 and as 
elected Council member from January 2015 to January 2019. He served on  
the Mountain  View Planning Commission  from 1978- 1980. 

Siegel founded several local non- governmental organizat ions, including 
the Campaign  for  a Balanced Mountain  View, Mountain  View Voices for  
Peace and Just ice, the Mountain  View Housing Just ice Coalit ion, the 
Alliance for a New Moffet t  Field, and the Save Hangar  One Commit tee. He 
was a Bernie Sanders delegate to the 2016 Democrat ic Nat ional 
Convent ion . 

Siegel married Jan Rivers in  1976, and he has two children , Misha Siegel-
Rivers (43) and Abram Siegel- Rivers (39). 
 

http://www.cpeo.org/

