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The Core of SGMA: 
Designation as a 
“Critically Over-drafted 
Groundwater Basin”

Drives allocation strategies and 
mandates correction of 
“undesirable” impacts; 
subsidence, water quality and 
dry domestic wells
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Typical safe bearing capacity values for different soils

Soil Type Safe Bearing Capacity (kPa)

Soft clay < 75 (or 1566 pound-force per square 
foot)

Firm clay 75-100

Loose gravel < 200

Dense gravel 200-600

Compact sand > 300

Gravel and sand mixture ~440

Dry and compact sand ~440





From PPIC WPC 
Drought Impact Report 
2022







Some Management Needs
Governance/Institutional

• Education and Leadership
https://www.californiawater.org/2021/09/02/sgma-governance-
strategies-summary-report/

• Stronger Mandatory 
Coordination Agreements

• Address Ag Land Devolution 
Process  

Technical

• Common well design and 
operation techniques

• Address recharge policy issues

• Resolve allocation of flood 
waters

https://www.californiawater.org/2021/09/02/sgma-governance-strategies-summary-report/
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